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Abstract : This paper aims at understanding the Socio-historical, political and economic dimensions of Female Genital
Mutilation in Africa. After throwing light on the definition of FGM and scrutinizing the misconceptions associated with it, the
paper progresses to analyze the following questions. a) How do communities performing FGM rationalize their act? b) Are the
victims (women) themselves the strongest proponents of FGM ? and c) Are legislations against FGM by international
organizations counter-productive?
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