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Abstract : The finding of this research results from three action researches conducted in three rurals, namely Bokoharjo,
Sambirejo, and Tirtomartani. Those rurals are close to Prambanan, a well-known cultural heritage site located in Sleman
Regency, Indonesia. This action research is conducted using participative method through observation, interview, and focus
group discussion with local residents as the subjects. This research aims to (a) present identifications of potencies, obstacles,
and opportunities existed in development process, which is able to give more encouragement, involvement and empowerment
for local residents in maintaining the cultural heritage area, (b) present participatory empowerment programs which adjust the
needs of local residents and human resources, and (c) identify potential stakeholders that can support empowerment programs.
Through action research method, this research is able to present (a) potential mapping; difficulties and opportunities in the
development process in each rural, (b) empowerment program planning needed by local residents as a follow-up of this action
research. Moreover, this research also presents identifications of potential stakeholders who are able to do an empowerment
program follow-up. It is expected that, at the end of the programs, the local residents are able to maintain Prambanan, as one
of cultural heritage sites that needs to be protected, in a more sustainable way.
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