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Abstract : There are many stories of young British citizens who have left their country and families to join Islamist militant
groups. So, what drives these young people to abandon their families and countries to join terrorist groups such as the so-
called Islamic State? Much has been written to explain the phenomenon of violent radicalisation, whereby the concepts of
identity and belonging are identified as one of the most significant drivers for violent radicalisation. In this respect, this paper
explores the connection between the sense of belonging and violent radicalisation. That is necessary to gain a more nuanced
understanding of the process of violent radicalisation in order to create and implement more effective counter-measures for
tackling violent radicalisation. By using an inductive approach, this dissertation attempts to answer the question to what extent
does the sense of non-belonging lead to the violent radicalisation of a few individuals. Therefore, alongside an expert interview,
a survey, and qualitative content analysis of secondary sources, an exclusive semi-structured interview was conducted with a
former violently radicalised Jihadi and recruiter. Overall, the sense of non-belonging significantly affects the process of violent
radicalisation of a few individuals.  Nevertheless, being religiously fundamental is not the problem of becoming violently
radicalised in the first place, but belonging to the wrong group that is strongly determined by ideology, constitutes the main
problem.
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