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Abstract : The way that globalization distinguishes itself from the previous changes is scope and intensity of changes, which
together affect many parts of a nation’s system. In this way, globalization has its relation with the concept of
‘internationalization’ in that a nation state formulates a set of strategies in many areas of its governance to actively react to it.
In short, globalization is a ‘catalyst,” and internationalization is a ‘response’. In this regard, the field of higher education is one
of the representative cases that globalization has several consequences that change the terrain of national policy-making.
Started and been dominated mainly by the Western world, it has now been expanded to the ‘late movers,’ such as Asia-Pacific
countries. The case of internationalization of Korean higher education is, therefore, located in a unique place in this arena. Yet
Korea still is one of the major countries of sending its students to the so-called, ‘first world.” On the other hand, it has started
its effort to recruit international students from the world to its higher education system. After new Millennium, particularly,
internationalization of higher education has been launched in its full-scale and gradually been one of the important global
policy agenda, striving in both ways by opening its turf to foreign educational service providers and recruiting prospective
students from other countries. Particularly the latter, recruiting international students, has been highlighted under the
government project named ‘Study Korea,” launched in 2004. Not only global, but also local issues and motivations were based
to launch this nationwide project. Bringing international students means various desirable economic outcomes such as
reducing educational deficit as well as utilizing them in Korean industry after the completion of their study, to name a few. In
addition, in a similar vein, Korea's higher education institutes have started to have a new comers of adult learners. When it
comes to the questions regarding the quality and access of this new learning agency, the answer is quite tricky. This study will
investigate the different dimension of education provision and learning process to empower diverse group regardless of
nationality, race, class and gender in Korea. Listening to the voices of international students and adult learning as non-
traditional participants in a changing Korean higher educational space not only benefit students themselves, but Korean
stakeholders who should try to accommodate more comprehensive and fair educational provisions for more and more
diversifying groups of learners.
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