
The Rise of Boko Haram in Nigeria: Lesson for Ghana
Authors : Emmanuel Anim
Abstract : Ghana has been touted as an oasis of peace in Africa following her relatively peaceful democratic elections,
proliferated number of the media, and freedom of speech. Besides, the former Gold Coast country is yet to experience any
major incidence of terrorism. Nevertheless, the somewhat occasional simmering violence and conflicts arising from political,
religious and chieftaincy skirmishes, largely at its northern part portrays that it is not immune to the political violence of
terrorism.  The  predominantly-based  qualitative  research  reveals  that  current  conditions  of  socio-politico-economic,  and
religious issues in Ghana places the West African country on the possible sidelines of the phenomenon of terrorism, when its
status quo is juxtaposed with the factors enumerated to have culminated in the rise of Boko Haram, and its accompanying
insurgency in Nigeria. Arguing from the perspective of the theory of Social Movement, the analyses and discussions note that
the current state of affairs in Ghana could foster domestic terrorism in the country. What is more, the research shows that
Ghana faces threats from transnational terrorism given the tendency for elements in Ghana to sympathize and subscribe to the
ideological dictates and appeals from Boko Haram and other terrorist organizations. As a consequence, the study recommends
that adverse conditions of poverty, poor governance, unemployment, and rising levels of (Islamic) religious radicalization
should be remedied by economic improvements, good governance, job creation, and de-radicalization programs by government
officials to aid mitigate the incidence of terrorism in the country.
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