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Abstract : The increasing exposures to natural hazards have continued to severely impair on the built environment causing
huge fatalities, mass damage and destruction of housing and civil infrastructure while leaving psychosocial impacts on affected
communities. The 2012 flood disaster in Nigeria which affected over 7 million inhabitants in 30 of the 36 states resulted in 363
recorded fatalities with about 600,000 houses and a number of civil infrastructure damaged or destroyed. In Kogi State, over
500 thousand people were displaced in 9 out of the 21 local government affected while Ibaji and Lokoja local governments
were worst hit. This study identifies the causes and 2012 flood disasters and its effect on housing and livelihood. Personal
observation and questionnaire survey were instruments used in carrying out the study and data collected were analysed using
descriptive statistical tool. Findings show that the 2012 flood disaster was aided by the gap in hydrological data, sudden dam
failure, and inadequate drainage capacity to reduce flood risk. The study recommends that communities residing along the
river banks in Lokoja and Ibaji LGAs must be adequately educated on their exposure to flood hazard and mitigation and risk
reduction measures such as construction of adequate drainage channel are constructed in affected communities.
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