
Planning and Strategies for Risks Prevention, Mitigating, and Recovery of
Ancient Theatres Heritage: Investigation and Recommendations

Authors : Naif A. Haddad
Abstract : Greek, Hellenistic and Roman theatre heritage are exposed to multiple risks at varied times or simultaneously.
There is no single reason why a theatre building becomes ‘at risk’, as each case has different circumstances which have led to
the theatre building decay. There are complicated processes of destruction and distress that show divergence in theatre
building materials' decay. Theatre modern use for cultural performances causes much of the risks concerning the physical
structure and authenticity of theatre sites. In addition, there are some deterioration and deformations due to previous poor
quality restorations and interventions through related excavation and conservation programmes as also risks to authenticity
due to new additions.  For preventive conservation,  theatre natural  and anthropogenic risks management can provide a
framework for decision making. These risks to ancient theatre heritage may stem from exposure to one or more risk or synergy
of many factors. We, therefore, need to link the theatre natural risks to the risks that come from anthropogenic factors
associated with social and economic development. However, this requires a holistic approach, and systematic methodology for
understanding these risks from various sources while incorporating specific actions, planning and strategies for each specific
risk. Elaborating on recent relevant studies, and ERATO and ATHENA EU projects for ancient theaters and odea and general
surveys, this paper attempts to discuss the main aspects of the ancient Greek, Hellenistic and Roman theatres risk related
issues. Relevant case studies shall also be discussed and investigated to examine frameworks for risk mitigation, and related
guidelines and recommendations that provide a systematic approach for sustainable management and planning in relation
mainly to ‘compatible use’ of theatre sites.
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