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Abstract : The study analyzes the quality and the size of the strategic network of higher education institutions and the concept
of fitness for purpose in quality assurance. It also analyses the transaction costs of networking that have consequences on the
number  of  members  in  the  network.  Empirical  evidence  is  presented  from the  Consortium  on  Applied  Research  and
Professional Education, which is a European strategic network of six higher education institutions. The results of the study
support the argument that the number of members in the strategic network should be relatively small to provide high-quality
results. The practical importance is that networking has been able to promote international research and development projects.
The results of this study are important for those who want to design and improve international networks in higher education.
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