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Abstract : The continued growth of tourism in the future relies on maintaining a clean environment by achieving sustainable
development. The erosion and degradation of beaches, the deterioration of coastal water quality, visual pollution of coastlines
by massive developments, all this has contributed heavily to the loss of the natural attractiveness for tourism. In light of this,
promoting the concept of sustainable coastal development is becoming a central goal for governments and private sector. An
ecolodge is a small hotel or guesthouse that incorporates local architectural, cultural and natural characteristics, promotes
environmental conservation through minimizing the use of waste and energy and produces social and economic benefits for
local communities. Egypt has some scattered attempts in some areas like Sinai in the field of ecolodging. This research tends to
investigate the potentials of the North West Coast (NWC) in Alexandria as a new candidate for ecolodging investments. The
area is full of primitive natural and man-made resources. These, if used in an environmental-friendly way could achieve cost
reductions as a result of successful resource management for investors on the one hand, and coastal preservation on the other
hand. In-depth interviews will be conducted with stakeholders in the tourism sector to examine their opinion about the
potentials of the research area for ecolodging developments. The candidates will be also asked to rate the importance of the
availability of certain environmental aspects in such establishments such as the uses of resources that originate from local
communities, uses of natural power sources, uses of an environmental-friendly sewage disposal, forbidding the use of materials
of endangered species and enhancing cultural heritage conservation. The results show that the area is full of potentials that
could be effectively used for ecolodging investments. This if efficiently used could attract ecotourism as a supplementary type
of tourism that could be promoted in Alexandria aside cultural, recreational and religious tourism.

Keywords : Alexandria, ecolodging, ecotourism, sustainability

Conference Title : ICIHT 2016 : International Conference on Information, Hospitality and Tourism

Conference Location : Barcelona, Spain

Conference Dates : August 11-12, 2016

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 10(08) 2016 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/45060.pdf

