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Abstract : Like all occupations, nursing is significantly influenced by the society which it serves and it also affects it. Social
structure affects attitudes of nurses, nursing practice, society's attitudes towards nursing and those who have chosen nursing
as a profession. People who choose nursing schools take the views of the society’s they live in on nursing to nursing school.
Until the 1960s, many nursing schools had not accepted men as students and women had received nursing education and
profession had been carried out by women. In our country, in 2007 an amendment to article eight of Nursing Law was passed
and with these changes men also began to be able to choose the nursing as a profession. In Turkish, nurse means 'sister'.
Hence,  in  this  study  to  determine  the  problems that  male  nursing  students  likely  encounter  at  the  clinic,  non-clinical
environment and in their private life regarding the title of nurse, among qualitative research methods phenomenological
research design was used. Using purpose sampling method, a total of 18 voluntary male students-13 in third grade and 5 in
fourth grade at nursing school- were taken to the study. Data were collected through interviews and by the ethical principles
much attention was paid to ensure the confidentiality and to protect participants’ identity. During the interviews lasting 30-40
minutes on average, nine pre-configured standard questions were asked and when necessary free questions were also used in
order to ensure the clarity of the responses. With pre- configured standard questions, the reasons why students chose the
profession, the problems they had in clinical and non-clinical environment and the potential problems they might encounter in
their private lives regarding the title of nurse were questioned. Content analysis was performed on data collected and three
main themes were obtained. According to the findings of the evaluation of data, it was found that almost all the students
preferred the profession due to possible work opportunities, there were students who did not bother nurse title as well as the
ones who did bother and as the most important problem they might encounter in their private lives was to feel worried if their
kids had to answer "What does your father" question as "my dad is a nurse" and being ridiculed afterwards. The results of this
study show that studies should be done to change the social judgment stemmed from the recognition of nursing as a female
profession and take advantage of media through creating public spotlight to accomplish this.
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