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Abstract : Background: with the development of information and communication technology, using the internet as a source to
obtain health information is increasing. Nursing students as future health care providers should have the skills of locating,
evaluating and using online health information. This will enable them to help their patients and families to make informed
decisions. Aim: this study has a two-fold aim. The first is to assess the eHealth literacy among nursing students in Jordan. The
second aim is to explore the factors that have an effect on the eHealth literacy. Methods: this is a descriptive cross-sectional
survey that conducted in two universities in Jordan; public and private one. A number of 541 students from both universities
were completed the eHEALS scale, which is an instrument designed to measure the eHealth literacy. Some additional personal
and demographical variable were collected to explore its effect on eHealth literacy. Results: Students have a high perceived
level of e-Health literacy (M=3.62, SD=0.58). They are aware of the available online health resources, know how to search,
locate, and use these resources. But, they do not have the skills to evaluate these resources and cannot differentiate between
the high and low-quality resources. The results showed as well that type of university, type of students' admission, academic
level, students' skills of using the internet, and the perception of usefulness and importance of internet have an effect on the
eHealth literacy. While the age, gender, GPA, and the frequency of using the internet was no significant factors. Conclusion:
This study represents a baseline reference for the eHealth literacy in Jordan. Students have some skills of eHealth literacy and
other skills need to be improved. Nursing educators and administrators should integrate and incorporate the skills of eHealth
literacy in the curriculum.
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