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Abstract : This paper presents views on condom use and the contexts of safe and unsafe sexual practices with different sexual
partners and their relationships among Injecting Drug Users (IDUs) in Hai Phong, Vietnam. Fifteen IDUs participated and two
local interviewers conducted qualitative semi-structured face-to-face interviews in September-October, 2012 in Vietnamese
language.  Data  were analyzed thematically.  Non-protective  condom attitudes  include negotiate  or  convince Female  Sex
Workers (FSW); not realizing risk, importance or necessity; partner doesn’t like, and having extra money/drug from clients. On
the other hand, self-awareness, family-consciousness, suspicion of STI presence, fear of getting HIV, and client negotiation
sometimes resulted in a safe-sex practice.  A thematic diagram was developed to present the relationship (strong/weak)
between condom attitude and sexual practice (safe/unsafe) by partner types. The experiences and views reflected in the
qualitative information emphasize the heightened need for safe-sex education especially among young IDUs (male/female)
highlighting sexual transmission risk.
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