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Abstract : This paper focuses on the variation of sentence types in English academic writing. The major focus is on whether
variation in sentence types can be attributable to the linguistic and most of all the gender of the writers. The objective of this
paper is to analyze the sentence types produced by Male and Female ESL writers and to determine whether writers vary the
frequency and use of sentence types across the text depending on the rhetorical choices of the writers to construct identity.
This study is hinged on the functionalist approach to analyzing academic writing in use. For the purpose of this study, a corpus
of 20 academic papers was created and the use of sentences types was analyzed. The data for the study was collated using
percentages. In this case, the number of occurrences of the different sentence types were analyzed, calculated and then
converted to percentages for each group i.e., male and female ESL writers. The results from these analyses were compared and
contrasted in order to determine whether Male and Female ESL writer vary their sentence types, and, or employed the same or
different sentence types in their texts. The conclusion is that Male and Female ESL writers not only vary in their use of
sentence types in academic writings but also differ.
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