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Abstract : The main thrust of this paper is the examination of Quality Education as opposed to low level knowledge acquisition
in the promotion of quality of life,  health, individual and national growth and development. The paper reviews the role
education plays in developed, developing and third world economies. It further explores the real meaning of poverty in the
context it exists. That is poverty in terms of its dimensions– shortened lives, illiteracy, social exclusion and lack of material
means to improve family circumstances. The paper concludes that education not only helps individuals escape poverty by
developing the skills needed to improve their livelihoods, but also generates productivity gains that fuel economic growth.
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