
Pilgrimage: Between Culture and Religion Case study of Pilgrimage in Shia
tradition in Indonesia, Traditional Philosophy approach of Seyyed Hosein

Nasr and Religious Experience of William James
Authors : Ma'ruf
Abstract : Pilgrimage has a universal value, founded in every religion. No exception to Islam, has a ritual value, and became
part of the religion, as well as the procession of a social culture in nature. The tradition of pilgrimage, especially in Indonesia,
rooted in the society, because the Islam that entered into the archipelago through Sufism (tasawuf). In the Sufi tradition, the
interconnecty of the human spirit (ruh) to the spirit (ruh) of God, must go through a guardian (wasilah) appointed by God
himself ,the prophet Muhammad and wali. In the process of pilgrimage rituals usually by reading the prayer to praise God, the
prophet and wali,  then convey intent (hajat). In the pilgrimage procession, usually not only done in the house, but aslo
completed the process by direct pilgrimage visiting the tombs of saints. The tradition of pilgrimage, especially in Indonesia
continues to  be maintained,  and still  attached to  the traditions  in  Nahdiyin  (NU followers).  The relationship  with  God
manifested in wasilah prayer to God, the prophet Muhammad, the best companions of the Prophet and Nine wali (Songo), who
had been influential in spreading Islam in Java. The tradition of pilgrimage in Indonesia is also linked to the Shia community in
Indonesia, along with a growing number of followers of the Shia in Indonesia, especially after the Islamic revolution of Iran
after the 1979. Pilgrimage in the Shia community, Likewise NU members also pray with supplication of tawasul to the Prophet
and Shia Imams. If NU members to make improvements pilgrimage to visit the tomb wali Songo in Java, residents Shia
pilgrimage rituals abroad, usually one package with umrah trip, with a pilgrimage to the tomb of the prophet, proceed to the
tomb of the Imam Shia, in Iran and Iraq. Trends of pilgrimage as a ritual in the Indonesian Shia tradition, together with the
growing number of Shia residents increased, followed by increasing the awareness (syi’isme) - bond with the Imam, Shia. In
every certain months (arbaeen, asyuro) Shia pilgrims routinely perform pilgrimage, along with increasing number spiritual
travel.
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