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Abstract : Migration has always been part of human history. Migration is spurred by globalisation which connects nations by
encouraging the flow of goods, services, ideas and people across borders. Migration does not only involve movement of adults
from one country to another. It also affects and involves the youth as they are the most mobile group. Musina area, like many
other border areas, experiences a variety of challenges as a result of the influx of people from the neighbouring Zimbabwe and
other African countries. Of great concern about this migration is the fact that the host country or area may become unsafe and
unstable as a result of huge influx of migrants. There may also be tensions between local people and migrants over the
resources. The study sought to investigate the effects of the Zimbabwean youth migration on Musina area. The study was
undertaken in Musina area which is situated 18km from the Beit-Bridge border post. A qualitative research approach was used.
Semi-structured interviews were used to collect  data.  Non-probability  quota sampling technique was used to select  the
respondents. The study sample consisted of sixteen female and male respondents. Thematic coding was used to analyse the
data. Ethical considerations such as informed consent, confidentiality, anonymity and voluntary participation were taken into
account to protect the participants. The study found that the effects of the Zimbabwean youth migration on the Musina area
include,  among others,  tensions  between locals  and the  Zimbabwean youth  migrants  over  resources,  job  and business
opportunities, overcrowding and crime. Multi-pronged strategies which involve different stakeholders should be applied to
address tensions over job and business opportunities, overcrowding and crime in the Musina area.
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