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Abstract : Resource use conflicts capable of undermining of pastoralists’ livelihoods are on the increase in the North East Arid
Zone of Nigeria. In order to expose socio - economic effects of conflicts and benefits of peace, this study assessed cost
implications of farmers/pastoralists conflicts over natural resources. Interviews were conducted with 94 farmers, 90 agro-
pastoralists  and 91 pastoralists’  household heads.  The farmers  and agro-pastoralists  were systematically  sampled while
pastoralists were located using snowballing. Both farmers and pastoralists suffered losses in the form of injuries to, and even
death of household members, and loss of shelter. Farmers sustained losses of facilities and farm produce while pastoralists
suffered loss and seizure of livestock, arrest of household members and forced migrations. The material losses in monetary
terms amounted to 14,242,200.00 nairas for farmers, a figure higher than the 10,915,500.00 nairas incurred by pastoralists.
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