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Abstract : Since several decades, unplanned urbanization and rapid growth of informal settlements have evolved and
increased in size and number. Large cities such as Karachi have been impacted with sprawl and rising share of unplanned
settlements where poor communities reside. Threats of eviction, deteriorating law and order situation, lack of essential
amenities and infrastructure, extortion and bullying from local and non-local musclemen and feeble response of government
agencies towards their development needs are some predicaments. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have caused
important interventions in such locations. Appraisal of the community-based mapping as a tool in supporting the development
work in less privileged areas in Karachi has been the objective of this research. The Orangi Pilot Project (OPP), under the
leadership of its slain director Perween Rahman had a significant role to play in developing and extending this approach in low
income locations in Karachi and beyond. The paper investigates the application of mapping in the process of peri urban land
invasion causing rapid transformation of traditional settlements in Karachi. Mixed methodology components comprising
literature review, archival research, and unstructured interviews with key informants and case studies have been used.
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