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Abstract : Though Nigerian Biofuel Policy and Incentive was introduced in 2007, however, little if any is known about the
impact of such policy for biodiesel development in Nigeria. It can be argued that lack of raw materials is one of the important
factors that hinder the proper implementation of  the policy.  In line with this argument,  this study aims to explore the
determinants of smallholder farmers’ intention to adopt Jatropha as raw materials for biodiesel development in northern
Nigeria, with Jigawa State as area of study. The determinants proposed for investigation covers personal factors, physical
factors, institutional factors, economic factors, risk and uncertainty factors as well as social factors. The validation of the
proposed model will  have the implication of guiding policymakers towards enhancement of farmers’ participation in the
Jatropha project  for  biodiesel  raw materials  production.  The eventual  byproducts  of  the proposed model  validation and
implementation will be employment generation, poverty reduction, combating dessert encroachment, economic diversification
to renewable energy sources and electricity generation.
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