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Abstract : The Ministry of Public Health has established policies accelerating health promotion to prevent public health
problems in five border provinces of Thailand. One of these policies employs the religion to guide the community development
and solve health issues consistent with the lifestyle and culture of those people. This policy is an important strategy to solve the
problems due to the unrest and conflicts in the southern border provinces. This participatory action research aimed to develop
mosques as healthy religion places in Narathiwat Province. In the development, the participatory action, consisting of 5 stages,
was conducted from October 2012 - May 2013. Stage I: Conducting a survey for problems and needs for developing healthy
religion places by employing community participation. Stage II: Analyzing problems and situations at a workshop containing
informal interviews and group conversations with 200 participants (health providers at district level, Imams (the Muslim
leaders), and community leaders). Stage III:  Planning for developing healthy religion places by health providers, Imams,
community leaders. Stage IV: Implementing the plan according to the conditions of problems and needs of the community in
order to develop healthy religion places. Stage V: Evaluating the implementation by using the instrument, a criteria of being
healthy religion place, for collecting data. Data were analyzed by using percentage. It was found that out of 630 mosques 575
(90.12%) passed the criteria of being a healthy religion place. Among these mosques, 190 mosques (30.15%) were in good and
very good level, in which, after the implementation, the number of being good and very good healthy mosques increased by
22.58%.  The  researcher  suggested  that  the  developing  sustainably  healthy  religion  places  require  the  participation  of
residences in the community and agencies such as local government, the Islamic Council of Narathiwat Province, and Council
of Culture of Narathiwat Province. The healthy religion places can be used to strengthen and sustain health promotion and
disease prevention in the community as health learning centers.
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