
Health Care Waste Management Practices in Liberia: An Investigative Case
Study

Authors : V. Emery David Jr., J. Wenchao, D. Mmereki, Y. John, F. Heriniaina
Abstract : Healthcare waste management continues to present an array of challenges for developing countries, and Liberia is
of no exception. There is insufficient information available regarding the generation, handling, and disposal of health care
waste. This face serves as an impediment to healthcare management schemes. The specific objective of this study is to present
an evaluation of the current health care management practices in Liberia. It also presented procedures, techniques used,
methods of handling, transportation, and disposal methods of wastes as well as the quantity and composition of health care
waste. This study was conducted as an investigative case study, covering three different health care facilities; a hospital, a
health center, and a clinic in Monrovia, Montserrado County. The average waste generation was found to be 0-7kg per day at
the clinic and health center and 8-15kg per/day at the hospital. The composition of the waste includes hazardous and non-
hazardous waste i.e. plastic, papers, sharps, and pathological elements etc. Nevertheless, the investigation showed that the
healthcare waste generated by the surveyed healthcare facilities were not properly handled because of insufficient guidelines
for separate collection, and classification, and adequate methods for storage and proper disposal of generated wastes. This
therefore indicates that there is a need for improvement within the healthcare waste management system to improve the
existing situation.
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