
Tommy: Communication in Education about Disability
Authors : Karen V. Lee
Abstract : The background and significance of this study involve communication in education by a faculty advisor exploring
story and music that informs others about a disabled teacher. Social issues draw deep reflection about the emotional turmoil.
As a musician becoming a teacher is a passionate yet complex endeavor, the faculty advisor shares a poetic but painful story
about  a  disabled  teacher  being  inducted  into  the  teaching  profession.  The  qualitative  research  method  as  theoretical
framework draws on autoethnography of music and story where the faculty advisor approaches a professor for advice. His
musicianship shifts her forward, backward, and sideways through feelings that evoke and provoke curriculum to remove
communication barriers in education. They discover they do not transfer knowledge from educational method classes. Instead,
the autoethnography embeds musical language as a metaphorical conduit for removing communication barriers in teacher
education.  Sub-themes  involve  communication  barriers  and  educational  technologies  to  ensure  teachers  receive  social,
emotional, physical, spiritual, and intervention disability resources that evoke visceral, emotional responses from the audience.
Major findings of the study discover how autoethnography of music and story bring the authors to understand wider political
issues of the practicum internship for teachers with disabilities. An epiphany reveals the irony of living in a culture of both
uniformity and diversity. They explore the constructs of secrecy, ideology, abnormality, and marginalization by evoking visceral
and emotional responses from the audience. As the voices harmonize plot, climax, characterization, and denouement, they
dramatize meaning that is episodic yet incomplete to highlight the circumstances surrounding the disabled protagonist’s life. In
conclusion, the qualitative research method argues for embracing storied experiences that depict communication in education.
Scholarly significance embraces personal thoughts and feelings as a way of understanding social phenomena while highlighting
the importance of removing communication barriers in education. The circumstance about a teacher with a disability is not
uncommon in society. Thus, the authors resolve to removing barriers in education by using stories to transform the personal
and cultural influences that provoke new ways of thinking about the curriculum for a disabled teacher.
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