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Abstract : The paper focuses on the category of semantic subject within the framework of a functional approach to linguistics.
The semantic subject is related to similar notions such as the grammatical subject and the bearer of predicative feature. It is
the multifaceted nature of the category of subject that 1) triggers a number of issues that, syntax-wise, remain to be dealt with
(cf. semantic vs. syntactic functions / sentence parts vs. parts of speech issues, etc.); 2) results in a variety of approaches to the
category  of  subject,  such  as  formal  grammatical,  semantic/syntactic  (functional),  communicative  approaches,  etc.  Many
linguists consider the prototypical approach to the category of subject to be the most instrumental as it reveals the integrity of
denotative and linguistic components of the conceptual category. This approach relates to subject as a source of non-passive
predicative feature, an element of subject-predicate-object situation that can take on a variety of semantic roles, cf.: 1) an
agent (He carefully surveyed the valley stretching before him), 2) an experiencer (I feel very bitter about this), 3) a recipient (I
received this book as a gift), 4) a causee (The plane broke into three pieces), 5) a patient (This stove cleans easily), etc. It is
believed that the variety of roles stems from the radial (prototypical) structure of the category with some members more
central than others. Translation-wise, the most “treacherous” subject types are the peripheral ones. The paper 1) features a
peripheral status of spatial impersonal sentence models such as U menia v ukhe zvenit (lit. I-Gen. in ear buzzes) within the
category of semantic subject, 2) makes a structural and semantic analysis of the models, 3) focuses on their Russian-English
translation patterns, 4) reveals non-prototypical features of subjects in the English equivalents.
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