World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Urban and Civil Engineering
Vol:10, No:03, 2016

Present State of Local Public Transportation Service in Local Municipalities
of Japan and Its Effects on Population

Authors : Akiko Kondo, Akio Kondo

Abstract : We are facing regional problems to low birth rate and longevity in Japan. Under this situation, there are some local
municipalities which lose their vitality. The aims of this study are to clarify the present state of local public transportation
services in local municipalities and relation between local public transportation services and population quantitatively. We
conducted a questionnaire survey concerning regional agenda in all local municipalities in Japan. We obtained responses
concerning the present state of convenience in use of public transportation and local public transportation services. Based on
the data gathered from the survey, it is apparent that we should some sort of measures concerning public transportation
services. Convenience in use of public transportation becomes an object of public concern in many rural regions. It is also
clarified that some local municipalities introduce a demand bus for the purpose of promotion of administrative and financial
efficiency. They also introduce a demand taxi in order to secure transportation to weak people in transportation and eliminate
of blank area related to public transportation services. In addition, we construct a population model which includes explanatory
variables of present states of local public transportation services. From this result, we can clarify the relation between public
transportation services and population quantitatively.
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