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Abstract : “Government Relations” is a field of knowledge presently taught at the majority of universities around the globe.
English as the default language can become the language of teaching since the issues discussed are both global and national in
character. However for this field of knowledge key concepts and their word representations in English don’t often coincide
with those in other languages. International master’s degree students abroad as well as students, taught the course in English
at their national universities, are exposed to difficulties, connected with correct conceptualizing of terminology of GR in British
and American academic traditions. The study was carried out during the GR English language course elaboration (pilot
research: 2013 -2015) at Moscow State Institute of Foreign Relations (University), Russian Federation. Within this period,
English language instructors designed and elaborated the three-semester course of GR. Methodologically the course design
was based on elaboration model  with the special  focus on conceptual  elaboration sequence and theoretical  elaboration
sequence. The course designers faced difficulties in concept selection and theoretical elaboration sequence. To improve the
results and eliminate the problems with concept selection, a new, corpus-based approach was worked out. The computer-based
tool WordSmith 6.0 was used with the aim to build a model of key concept selection. The corpus of GR English texts consisted
of 1 million words (the study corpus). The approach was based on measuring effect size, i.e. the percent difference of the
frequency of a word in the study corpus when compared to that in the reference corpus. The results obtained proved significant
improvement in the process of concept selection. The corpus-based model also facilitated theoretical elaboration of teaching
materials.
Keywords : corpus-based study, English as the default language, key concepts, measuring effect size, model of key concept
selection
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