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Abstract : This paper offers a focused commentary on the impact of the current economic downturn on children with ID
(intellectual disability), and their families, in the Republic of Ireland. It will examine the practical challenges, serious concerns,
and trends in the field of disability with specific regard to the impact of the economic downturn in the Irish context. This
includes the impact of cutbacks to services and supports, and the erosion of possibilities for life progression for children with
ID as evident within the existing body of research. This focused commentary on core and seminal literature, policy and
research will then be used to provide a discussion on what are the core points of learning for policy makers, researchers,
practitioners and society as whole.
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