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Abstract : The Expanded Student Grant-in-Aid Program for Poverty Alleviation (ESGP-PA) is a government program that aims
to contribute to the National Government’s thrusts in effectively addressing poverty alleviation by increasing the number of
graduates in higher education among indigent households and to get these graduates employed in in-demand occupations in
order to lift their families out of poverty. Higher education continues to see an influx of these students from poor families that
have never previously sent anyone to college. There are many challenges that face college students at all levels, but these are
special challenges for first-generation students. Challenges that face these students can include lack of interest in attending
school, low aptitude, being not single anymore, factors such as unfamiliarity with college expectations, lack of preparations
while in secondary school, and limited support from family members. This research looks at some of the challenges first-
generation college students face and examines the impact of these challenges on student’s aspirations for the attainment of a
college degree and ultimately a high-paying career.
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