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Abstract : The role played by Arabic and Islamic Studies in the history of Nigeria - particularly Northern part of the country -
cannot be overemphasized. Before the British colonialism, Arabic language was the official language in some of the great
empires in Nigeria such as the Kanem Borno Empire. Islam, on the other hand, is the state religion. Both the rulers and the
ruled were deeply involved in the pursuit of Arabic and Islamic knowledge traveling as far as Egypt, Saudia Arabia for
scholarship. Their homes are like a modern library where Islamic books are kept and used to teach the community the different
fields of Arabic and Islamic Studies. Scholars of Arabic and Islamic Studies were highly regarded and well respected in the
society as they were the decision makers, diplomats and advisers to the authorities. Unfortunately, the colonizers used their
influence and force to replace this language with a foreign language. In fact, they tried to exterminate it. Arabic became less
important in the country. Arabic and Islamic Students became less significant and anybody studying Arabic or Islamic Studies
is looked down at with disdain, and the course is considered unprofessional. This paper aims at casting a glance in the position
of Arabic and Islamic Studies in Yobe State, Nigeria and social, political, economical and moral challenges faced by the
students at institutions of learning.
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