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Abstract : Academic writing in Nigeria is fraught with a lot of grammatical errors which brings backward to education
specifically at the tertiary institution level. This paper deals with the use of English quantifiers in academic writing, with
particular emphasis on the use of ‘MANY.’ NCEI students of the Federal College of Education, Kano were used as the case
study. The paper attempts to highlight the problems that arise due to incorrect use of quantifiers as well as identifying the
causes of difficulties in the use of English quantifiers by some NCE1 students. To achieve this objective, the data was collected
through sentence writing test by testing the students’ use of quantifiers, using only one quantifier as the variable of the study,
which is MANY. In analyzing the data, the sentence writing tests are analyzed item by item and the scores of the correct
responses as well as the wrong responses are converted into percentage forms. The findings revealed that students have
difficulty in remembering and grasping the grammatical restrictions that control the use of English quantifiers specifically
MANY; mother tongue also affects the use of quantifiers by some NCE1 students to the extent that they use one word to
represent about three or four English quantifiers. The causes of difficulty in the use of English quantifiers by the students are
attributed to poor background and inadequate use of English language and quantifiers, because we cannot use quantifiers
alone and get the desired meaning without putting them in a sentence.
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