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Abstract : The recently prevalent government procurement of public services in China boasts a new form of government’s
provision  of  public  service  through  the  purchasing  of  social  work  from  social  organizations,  a  new  measure  of  the
transformation in governmental functions as well as an unprecedented opportunity for the development of social organizations.
For the past few years, the phenomenon of a surge in the number of social work organizations and social work staff emerged
right with the initiatives of energetically carrying out the purchase of public services by the government. Such efforts have
presented the strong determination of the Chinese government in building a small government by streamlining administration
and delegating part of the governmental power to social organizations. This paper is based on the 2012-2014 performance
appraisal project of the Guangzhou municipal government’s purchasing of public services and the project was carried out in
the summer of 2015. During the process of the appraisal, several general problems hindering the sustainable development of
government purchasing of public service have been observed. As Guangzhou is among the rank of pioneer cities in the conduct
of the reform, it is representative and imperative to study the sustainability of government purchasing of public service. In
2012, Guangzhou local government started contracting out public service to the community social organizations to provide
general family services and special services to community residents, since when integrated family service centers and special
service centers were established as platforms to provide public social service in a city-wide range. Consequently, taking an
example of the current rapid development of government purchase of the integrated family services and special services in
Guangzhou, this paper puts up several proposals for the sustainable development of Guangzhou municipal government’s
procurement of public services on the perspective of social work’s resource dependence.
Keywords  :  government  procurement  of  public  services,  Guangzhou,  integrated  family  service  center,  social  work,
sustainability.
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