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Abstract : Suicide rate among homeless people are much higher than one in the general population. The purpose of this study
was to examine the mediating effect of PTSD and aggression in the relationship between childhood physical abuse and suicidal
behavior among homeless people. One hundred one homeless were recruited from street and shelters in Korea. Face-to-face
interviews were conducted by master’s level graduate students or facility employees of shelters. All participants completed the
Suicidal Behaviors Questionnaire-Revised (SBQ-R), Life History of Aggression Questionnaire (LHAQ), Primary Care PTSD (PC-
PTSD), and Traumatic Life Events Questionnaire (TLEQ). The average age of homeless people participated in the study was
55.2 years (SD = 10.7) with the age range of 30 to 87. Results indicated that PTSD symptoms and aggression fully mediated
the relationship between childhood physical abuse and suicidal behavior among the homeless. These findings suggest the need
for trauma-informed care for the homeless, and warrant the need for psychological services for PTSD and aggression in order
to reduce suicide risk among homeless people.
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