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Abstract : Public health informatics (PHI) which has seen successful implementation in the developed world, become the
buzzword in the developing countries in providing improved healthcare with enhanced access. In rural areas especially, where
a huge gap exists between demand and supply of healthcare facilities, PHI is being seen as a major solution. There are factors
such as growing network infrastructure and the technological adoption by the health fraternity which provide support to these
claims. Public health informatics has opportunities in healthcare by providing opportunities to diagnose patients, provide intra-
operative assistance and consultation from a remote site. It also has certain barriers in the awareness, adaptation, network
infrastructure, funding and policy related areas. There are certain medico-legal aspects involving all the stakeholders which
need to be standardized to enable a working system. This paper aims to analyze the potential and challenges of public health
informatics services in rural communities.
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