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Abstract : Cultural heritage is the legacy of physical artifacts and intangible attributes of a group or society that are inherited
from past generations, maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit of future generations. Tangible heritage e
includes buildings and historic places, monuments, artifacts, etc., which are considered worthy of preservation for the future.
These include objects significant to the archaeology, architecture, science or technology of a specific culture. The research
addressed the challenges and prospects of preservation of tangible cultural heritage management in Lake Tana islands;
Amahara Regional  State.  Specifically,  the research inquired the major  factors  which affected tangible  cultural  heritage
management, investigated how communities successfully involved in tangible cultural heritage management, and described the
contribution of  cultural  management to tourism development.  It  employed qualitative research approaches to grasp the
existing condition in the study area. Major techniques of data gathering such as in-depth interview, observation/photographing
and Focus Group Discussion (FGDs) were used. Related documents collected through secondary sources were examined and
analyzed. In Lake Tana Islands precious heritages such as ancient religious manuscripts (written since 9th century), sacral wall
paintings, gold and silver Crosses, crowns and prestigious clothes of the various kings of the medieval and the 19th century are
found. The study indicated that heritages in Tana islands were affected by both natural and manmade problems. In Lake Tana
Islands, movable heritages were looted several times by foreign aggressors, tourists, and local people who serve there. Some
heritages were affected by visitors by their camera flash light and hand touch. Most heritages in the Tana islands lacked
community ownership and preserved non- professionally which highly affected their originality and authenticity. Therefore, the
local community and the regional government should work together in the preservation of these heritage sites and enhance
their role for socio-economic development as a center of research and tourist destinations.
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