
Residential High-Rises and Meaningful Places: Missing Actions in the Isle of
Dogs Regeneration

Authors : Elena Kalcheva, Ahmad Taki, Yuri Hadi
Abstract : Urban regeneration often includes residential high-rises as a way of optimum use of land. However, high-rises are
in many cases connected to placelessness, this is not due to some intrinsic characteristic of the typology, but more to a failure
to provide meaningful places in connection to them. The reason to study the Isle of the Dogs regeneration is the successful
process that led to vibrant area with strong identity and social sustainability. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to
identify the gaps into the sound strategy for the development of the area and in its implementation which will make the place
more sustainable. The paper addresses four research questions: are the residential high-rises supporting a proper physical
form; is there deployed properly scaled mix of land uses and functions in connection with residential high-rises; are there
possible quality activities in quality places near the residential high-rises; and is there a strong sense of place created with the
residential high-rise buildings and their surroundings. The methodology relies on observational survey of the researched area
together with structured questions, to evaluate the external qualities of the residential high-rises and their surroundings.
Visual information can help identify the mistakes and the omissions of the provided project examples. It can provide insight on
how can be improved imageability, legibility and human scale. In this connection, the paper argues that although the quality of
the architecture of the high-rises is superb, there is a failure to create meaningful, high quality public realm in connection with
them. As such, it does not function as well as the designers intended to do: the functional quality of the public realm is quite
low. The implications of the study suggest that actions need to take place in order to improve and foster further regeneration of
the area.
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