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Abstract : This paper introduces an effective method of segmenting Korean text (place names in Korean) from a Korean road
sign image. A Korean advanced directional road sign is composed of several types of visual information such as arrows, place
names in Korean and English, and route numbers. Automatic classification of the visual information and extraction of Korean
place names from the road sign images make it possible to avoid a lot of manual inputs to a database system for management
of road signs nationwide. We propose a series of problem-specific heuristics that correctly segments Korean place names,
which  is  the  most  crucial  information,  from the  other  information  by  leaving  out  non-text  information  effectively.  The
experimental results with a dataset of 368 road sign images show 96% of the detection rate per Korean place name and 84%
per road sign image.
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