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Abstract : This paper appraises ‘Newspaper Coverage of 2015 General Election: A study of The Punch and Guardian
Newspapers’. The objectives of the study were to examine how credible newspaper reports of 2015 election were and to
examine the significant role Nigeria Newspapers played in the 2015 general elections. Also this study examined the extent at
which the print media contributed to the success of 2015 general election and to ascertain the extent at which print media
reports serve as a tool for sensitizing the masses. The research questions that guided this research include: How credible was
newspaper report of 2015 general election? To what extent did the print media contributed to the success of 2015 general
elections? To what extent did the print media reports serve as a tool for sensitizing the masses? The research work was given
solid theoretical foundation with the review of Agenda-setting theory, Media System Dependency Theory and Normative
theories. This study was given solid theoretical foundation with the review of Agenda-setting theory, Media Dependency Theory
and Normative theories. The theory was conducted using content analysis method of research and 30 publications of both The
Guardian and Punch Newspaper between January 1st and March 30, 2015 forms the population for this research work.
Selection of the dates and editions of Newspaper under study were done using the composite week sampling technique. All the
days of the week were used for the newspapers because they (The Punch and The Guardian) are published all the days of the
week. Coding sheet was the tool of data collection for the content analysis of this study. Findings of the study revealed that by
the Punch newspaper and Guardian has played a significant role in eradicating election malpractices in Nigeria. It therefore
concludes that media is metaphoric when we termed it to be a watchdog of the nation as well the mirror through which the
nation see and recognize itself. The study also recommends that Nigerian media should strike balance between entertainment
stories, crisis stories, economic stories, law story, education stories, terrorism stories, health stories, sport stories,
metropolitan stories instead of portraying the country as being crime oriented.
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