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Abstract : While China’s friendship with a number of countries has waxed and waned over the decades, Sino-Pak relationship
is said to have withstood the vicissitudes of larger international politics as well as changes in regional and domestic currents.
Pakistan, one of the first countries to recognize the People’s Republic of China, thus providing China with a corridor into the
energy rich Muslim states which was reciprocated with a continual stream of no-strings-attached military hardware and
defense-related assistance from Beijing. The joint enmity towards India also provided the initial thrust to a burgeoning Sino-
Pak friendship. This paper intends to provide a profound analysis of the strategic relation between China-Pakistan and examine
India as a determining factor. The Pakistan-China strategic relationship has been conventionally viewed by India as a zero sum
game, wherein any gains accrued by Pakistan or China through their partnership is seen as a direct detriment to the evolution
of India-Pakistan or India-China relation. The paper evaluates various factors which were crucial for the synthesis of such a
strong relation and presents a comprehensive study of the various policies and programs that have been undertaken by the two
countries to tie India to South Asia and reduce its sphere of influence. The geographic dynamics is said to breed a natural
coalition, dominating the strategic ambitions of both Beijing and Islamabad hence directing their relationship. In addition to
the obvious geopolitical factors, there are several dense collaborations between the two nations knitting a relatively close
partnership. Moreover, an attempt has been made to assess the irritants in China-Pak relations and the initiatives taken by the
two to further strengthen it. Current trends in diplomatic, economic and defense cooperation – along with the staunch affinity
rooted in history and consistent geo-strategic interests – points to a strong and strengthening relationship, significant in
directing India’s foreign and security policies. This paper seeks to analyze the changing power dynamics of the China-Pak
nexus with external actors such as US and India with an ulterior motive of their own and predict the change in power dynamics
between the four countries.
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