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Abstract : In modern history, industrial and media merchandising in South Asia from East Asia, Europe, United States and
other countries of the West is over 200 years old. Hence, continued external technology and media exposure is not a new
experience in multi-lingual and multi religious South Asia which evolved cultural means to withstand structural change. In the
post-World War II phase, media exposure especially of telecommunication, film, Internet, radio, print media and television have
increased manifold. South Asia did not lose any time in acquiring and adopting digital media accelerated by chip revolution,
computer and satellite communication. The penetration of digital media and utilization are exceptionally high though the
spread has an unequal intensity, use and effects. The author argues that industrial and media products are “cultural products”
apart from being “technological products”; hence their influences are most felt in the cultural domain which may lead to
blunting of unique cultural specifics in the multi-cultural, multi-lingual and multi religious South Asia. Social scientists, political
leaders  and  parents  have  voiced  concern  of  “Cultural  domination”,  “Digital  media  colonization”  and  “Westernization”.
Increased digital media access has also opened up doors of pornography and other harmful information that have sparked fresh
debates and discussions about  serious negative,  harmful,  and undesirable social  effects  especially  among youth.  Within
‘techno-social’ perspective, based on recent research studies, the paper aims to describe and analyse possible socio-economic
change due to digital media penetration. Further, analysis supports the view that the ancient multi-lingual and multi-religious
cultures of South Asia due to inner cultural strength may sustain without setting in a process of irreversible structural changes
in South Asia.
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