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Abstract : It is important to understand which competencies are needed for managerial and administrative effectiveness of
school sport managers with regard to the design, delivery and direction of school sport programmes. The purpose of this study
was to determine the competencies and training needs for secondary school sport managers in the North West Province. Data
were gathered from 79 school sport managers in the North West Province by means of a validated self-compiled questionnaire.
Descriptive statistics, factor analysis and a dependent t-test were used to compare which competencies school sport managers
perceive  as  important  in  their  work  with  the  competencies  they  actually  perform.  Functional  competencies  and  core
competencies were both found to be important for managing school sport effectively. There were statistically significant
differences between the perceived importance of competencies and the frequency with which competencies were actually
performed. Respondents attached greater importance to functional and core competencies than the proportion of time spent
actually performing them. Furthermore, results indicated the need to train teachers in managing sport finance, sport facilities
and human resources, as well as presenting workshops in public relations, sport marketing and sport organisation.
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