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Abstract : Craft and fashion have always been interlinked. The combination of both often gives stunning results. The present
study  introduces  ‘Paper  Cutting  Craft  Techniques’  like  the  Japanese  –Kirigami,  Mexican  –PapelPicado,  German
–Scherenschnitte, Polish –Wycinankito in textiles to develop innovative and novel design structures as embellishments and
ornamentation. The project studies various ways of using these paper cutting techniques to obtain interesting features and
delicate design patterns on fabrics. While paper has its advantages and related uses, it is fragile rigid and thus not appropriate
for clothing. Fabric is sturdy, flexible, dimensionally stable and washable. In the present study, the cut out techniques develop
creative design motifs and patterns to give an inventive and unique appeal to the fabrics. The beauty and fascination of lace in
garments have always given them a nostalgic charm. Laces with their intricate and delicate complexity in combination with
other materials add a feminine touch to a garment and give it a romantic, mysterious appeal. Various textured and decorative
effects through fabric manipulation are experimented along with the use of paper cutting craft skills as an innovative substitute
for developing lace or “Broderie Anglaise” effects on textiles. A number of assorted fabric types with varied textures were
selected for the study. Techniques to avoid fraying and unraveling of the design cut fabrics were introduced. Fabrics were
further manipulated by use of interesting prints with embossed effects on cut outs. Fabric layering in combination with
assorted techniques such as cutting of folded fabric, printing, appliqué, embroidery, crochet, braiding, weaving added a novel
exclusivity to the fabrics. The fabrics developed by these innovative methods were then tailored into garments. The study thus
tested the feasibility and practicability of using these fabrics by designing a collection of evening wear garments based on the
theme ‘Nostalgia’. The prototypes developed were complemented by designing fashion accessories with the crafted fabrics.
Prototypes of accessories add interesting features to the study. The adaptation and application of this novel technique of paper
cutting craft on textiles can be an innovative start for a new trend in textile and fashion industry. The study anticipates that
this technique will open new avenues in the world of fashion to incorporate its use commercially.
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