
Heritage Preservation and Cultural Tourism; The 'Pueblos Mágicos' Program
and Its Role in Preserving Traditional Architecture in Mexico

Authors : Claudia Rodríguez Espinosa, Erika Elizabeth Pérez Múzquiz
Abstract : The Pueblos Mágicos federal program tries to preserve the traditional environment of small towns (under 20,000
inhabitants),  through economic investments,  legislation, and legal aid.  To access the program, it’s  important to cover 8
requirements; one of them is the fourth, which considers ‘Promotion of symbolic and differentiated touristic attractions, such
as architecture, emblematic buildings, festivities and traditions, artisan production, traditional cuisine, and touristic services
that guarantee their commercialization along with assistantship and security services’. With this objective in mind, the Federal
government of Mexico had developed local programs to protect emblematic public buildings in each of the 83 towns included in
the Pueblos Mágicos program that involved federal and local administrations as well as local civil associations, like Adopte una
Obra de Arte. In this paper, we present 3 different intervention cases: first the restoration project (now concluded) of the 16th
century monastery of Santa María Magdalena in Cuitzeo, an enormous building which took 6 years to be completely restored.
Second case, the public spaces intervention in Pátzcuaro, included the Plaza Grande or Vasco de Quiroga square, and the
access to the arts and crafts house known as Casa de los once patios or eleven backyards house. The third case is the recovery
project of the 16th century atrium of the Tzintzuntzan monastery that included the original olive trees brought by Franciscans
monks to this town in the middle 1500’s. This paper tries to present successful preservation projects in 3 different scales:
building, urban spaces and landscape; and in 3 different towns with the objective to preserve public architecture, public spaces
and cultural traditions. Learn from foreign experiences, different ways to manage preservation projects focused on public
architecture and public spaces.
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