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Abstract : Up to this point business process management projects in general and business process modelling projects in
particular could not rely on a practical and scientifically validated method to estimate cost and effort. Especially the model
development phase is not covered by a cost estimation method or model. Further phases of business process modelling starting
with implementation are covered by initial solutions which are discussed in the literature. This article proposes a method of
filling this gap by deriving a cost estimation method from available methods in similar domains namely software development
or software engineering. Software development is regarded as closely similar to process modelling as we show. After the
proposition of this method different ideas for further analysis and validation of the method are proposed. We derive this
method from COCOMO II and Function Point which are established methods of effort estimation in the domain of software
development. For this we lay out similarities of the software development rocess and the process of process modelling which is
a phase of the Business Process Management life-cycle.
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