World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering
Vol:10, No:06, 2016

The Role and Significance of Mobile Gerdarmarie Battalions in the
Canakkale Battles

Authors : Muzaffer Topgul, Ersin Yilmaz

Abstract : One of the unknown aspects of Canakkale Battles is that the importance and contributions of Mobile Gendarmarie
Battalion have not been fully understood. It was because the battles of the troops which were deployed more in interior parts of
Gallipoli Peninsula, and the contributions of battle on level tactical troops were not considered as much as the studies on
strategical or operative level troops. When the operation field and battle plans are examined, instead of deploying along the
coast to put the forces with a power at zero level landing on the coast out of action, the main battle components are seen to
have deployed as strong reserves in the more inner areas. The negative effect of the field on the great trop operation reveals
the need for time in order to use the intervention forces. ‘Time’ emerged as the main factor in victory as a result of giving
intervention opportunity to the troops. While ordering his soldiers in Conkbayiri to die rather than fight, Liutenant Colonel
Mustafa Kemal, the Commander of the 19th division, also emphasized the significance of time. In this respect, the contribution
of Mobile Gendarmarie Battalion which saved time for the troops to intervene can be clearly seen. During the study, the
memoirs and the works written by military institutions based on the record sources under the light of the notes taken during
the trips to the region were used. By preventing the enemies from capturing the area, Mobile Gendarmerie Battalions had an
important role in Battles of Kerevizdere, Kirectepe and Alcitepe which were of great importance among the battles. The
success of these battalions was expressed with compliment by both Turkish and foreign commanders that participated in the
war. During the battles the losses of armed forces commissioned to keep the security and order brought about the formation of
the regions deficient in state authority.
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