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Abstract : Views of language and language learning have undergone a tremendous change over the last decades. Language is
no longer seen as a set of structured rules. It is rather viewed as a tool of interaction and communication. This shift in views
has resulted in change in viewing language learning, which gave birth to various approaches and methodologies of language
teaching. Two of these approaches are content-based instruction and content and language integrated learning (CLIL). These
are similar approaches which integrate content and foreign/second language learning through various methodologies and
models as a result of different implementations around the world. This presentation deals with sociocultural view of CBI and
CLIL. It also defines language and content as vital components of CBI and CLIL. Next it reviews the origins of CBI and the
continuum perspectives and CLIL definitions and models featured in the literature. Finally it summarizes current aspects
around research in program evaluation with a focus on the benefits and challenges of these innovative approaches for second
language teaching.
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