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Abstract : In this paper we compare two different approaches for translating from Persian to Spanish, as a language pair with
scarce parallel corpus. The first approach involves direct transfer using an statistical machine translation system, which is
available for this language pair. The second approach involves translation through English, as a pivot language, which has
more translation resources and more advanced translation systems available. The results show that, it is possible to achieve
better translation quality using English as a pivot language in either approach outperforms direct translation from Persian to
Spanish. Our best result is the pivot system which scores higher than direct translation by (1.12) BLEU points.
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