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Abstract : With the addition of 27 million elderly in India in past census decade from 2001 to 2011, it is imperative to work
towards exploring the issues and concerns of this increasingly aged population. In Indian society, the elderly person is assumed
to be looked after by the family members, especially by children but with changing economy, society, and lifestyle, this
assumption demands examining. This paper is an attempt to explore the living arrangement of the elderly and their perceptions
about this in India. The findings are based on the BKPAI dataset of 2011, which was conducted in seven states – Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal. The result shows that three fourth of elderly
lives with their children. Having son and staying with children is positively associated among elderly. More than 40 percent as
compared to 37 percent of elderly feels comfortable living with sons and daughters respectively. Half of elderly across sexes
viewed that sons are the best person to live with. The result of discriminant analysis suggest that health status and living
arrangement of elderly are the good discriminators to ensure their importance in the family.
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