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Abstract : Using longitudinal data from three waves of Young Lives Study and Ordinary Least Square methods, study has
investigated the effect of birth order and arrival of younger siblings on child development in India. Study used child’s height for
age z-score, weight for age z-score, BMI for age z-score, Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT-Score)c, maths score, Early
Grade Reading Assessment Test (ERGA) score, and memory score to measure the physical and cognitive development of child
during wave-3. Findings suggest that having a high birth order is detrimental for child development and the gap between
adjacent siblings is larger for children late in the birth sequences than early in the birth sequences. Study also reported that
not only older siblings but arrival of younger siblings before assessment of test also reduces the development of a child. The
effects become stronger in case of female children than male children.
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