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Abstract : Inclusive education of students with special educational needs has been on the increase in the Slovak Republic,
facing many challenges. Preparedness of teachers for inclusive education is one of the most frequent issues; teachers lack skills
when it comes to the use of effective instruction depending on the individual needs of students, improvement of classroom
management and social skills, and support of inclusion within the classroom. Social support is crucial for the school success of
students within inclusive settings. The aim of the paper is to analyse perception of the frequency and importance of peer social
support by students with special educational needs in inclusive education. The data collection tool used was the Child and
Adolescent Social Support Scale (CASSS). The research sample consisted of 953 fourth grade students - 141 students with
special educational needs educated in an inclusive setting and 812 students of the standard population. No significant
differences were found between the students with special educational needs and the students without special educational
needs in an inclusive setting when it comes to the perception of frequency and importance of social support of schoolmates and
friends. However, the perception of frequency and importance of a friend’s social support was higher than the perception of
frequency and importance of a classmate’s social support in both groups of students.
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