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Abstract : Migration is the demographic process that links rural to urban areas, generating or spurring the growth of cities.
Evidence shows the role of the city as a production processes. It looks the city as a power of centre, and a centre of change. It
has been observed that not only the professionals want to settle down in an urban area but rural labourers are also coming to
cities for employment. These are the people who are compelled to migrate to metropolises because of lack of employment
opportunities in their place of residence. However, the cities also fail to provide adequate employment because of limited job
opportunity creation and capital-intensive industrialization. So these masses of incoming migrants are force to take up
whatever employment absorption is available to them particularly in urban informal activities. Ultimately with this informal job
they are compelled to stay in the slum areas, which is another form of deprived housing colonies. The paper seeks to examine
the evidences of poverty induced migration from rural to urban areas (particularly in urban agglomeration). The present paper
utilizes an abundant rich source of census migration data (D-Series) of 1991-2001. Result shows that Mumbai remain as the
most attractive place to migrate. The migrants are mainly from the major states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Odisha, and Rajasthan. Male dominated migration is related mostly for employment and females due to marriages.
The picture of occupational absorption of migrants who moved for employment, cross classified with educational status. Result
shows that illiterate males are primarily engaged in low grade production processing work. Illiterate’s females engaged in
service sectors; but these are actually very low grade services in urban informal sectors in India like maid servants, domestic
help, hawkers, vendors or vegetables sellers. Among the higher educational level, a small percentage of males and females got
absorbed in professional or clerical work but the percentage has been increased in the period 1991-2001.
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