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Abstract : Addressing the climate change crisis that this generation faces has evolved to include the consideration of a policy
mechanism referred to as reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation with plus components of conservation,
sustainable forest management and enhancement of forest carbon stocks (REDD+). REDD+ emerged from the International
level of UNFCCC but its implementation is by developing countries. It challenges the development paradigm of nations that
depend on the unsustainable clearing of forests and land use change for economic development whilst posing as an opportunity
or  risk  for  forest  community  livelihoods,  institutions  and their  interaction with  the  forest  resources.  As  a  novel  policy
mechanism, it is imperative to gain global insight into local contexts of its implementation and to understand local level
mobilization of their agency for institutional sustainability as reconfigured by new carbon economy initiatives like REDD+.
Using a systematic review process, as the initial stages of this study, secondary data of REDD+ projects across the globe were
evaluated to pick up gaps in research and that of on ground REDD+ implementation. Primary data was gathered from 30
actors in the government, NGO, private sector and traditional authorities using face-to-face semi structured interviews in
Ghana; participation in meetings and workshops and policy and strategy document reviews. Preliminary findings of the study
include REDD+ knowledge being a key determinant of power distribution and affects who shapes the process; in Ghana,
informal relationships are playing key roles in advancing REDD+ unlike in traditional forestry and a subjectivity shift of local
communities from an 'emotive-link' of environmental care to one of 'economic self-seeking and enriching' domain of thought.
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